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SUBJECT: GENERAL SHAFIR BACKTRACKS ON VIOLATIONS 

REF: TEL AVIV 6290 

1 . ALL MAJOR ISRAELI PAPERS TODAY REPORT A CLARIFICATION BY 
GENERAL SHAEIR OF HIS SEPTEMBER 12 BEERSHEBY SPEECH ON EGYPTIAN 
VIOLATIONS (SEE REFTEL). ACCORDING TO SOME REPORTS SHAEIR'S 
SPEECH CAUSED A "STORM" AND "EMBARRASSMENT" AT THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S OFFICE, THE MOD AND GENERAL STAFF. AT ANY RATE, 

LITTLE TIME WAS WASTED IN PUTTING HIM ON THE AIR TO EXPLAIN 

HIS APPARENT DISSENT FROM THE GOVERNMENT'S LOW-KEY HANDLING OF 

EGYPTIAN VIOLATIONS. INTERVIEWED LAST NIGHT ON IDF RADIO, 

SHAFIR DENIED THAT HE USED THE WORD "SEVERE" IN DESCRIBING THE 
VIOLATIONS. HE STATED THAT THE "VIOLATIONS. ..DO NOT ENDANGER 
THE IDF IN SINAI AND DO NOT OVERSHADOW THE SUM TOTAL OF THE 
OBSERVANCE OE THE AGREEMENT." HE ADDED THAT THE VIOLATIONS DO NOT 
ALTER THE FACT THAT IN THE LAST ANALYSIS, THE EGYPTIANS WERE ABIDING 
BY THE INTERIM AGREEMENT AND THAT "IT WOULD BE RIDICULOUS TO 
USE THOSE VIOLATIONS AS GROUNDS EOR BREAKING THE AGREEMENT." 
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BLOC HAVE CALLED ON MKS MENAHEM BEGIN AND MOSHE NISSIM TO 
CALL ANOTHER SPECIAL SESSION OF THE KNESSET ON THE QUESTION 
OF EGYPTIAN VIOLATIONS. 

2. COMMENT: SHAFIR, WIDELY CONSIDERED TO BE A CANDIDATE TO 
SUCCEED GENERAL GUR AS CHIEF OF STAFF, MAY HAVE STUMBLED 
INTO THE TEMPEST IN THE COURSE OF REPLYING TO QUESTIONS FROM 
THE AUDIENCE DURING HIS BEERSHEBA SPEECH, WITH HIS REMARKS 
BEING MISQUOTED OR TAKEN OUT OF CONTEXT. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

HE UNDOUBTEDLY WISHED TO EXPRESS CONCERN ABOUT VIOLATIONS 
AND THE NEED FOR PROMPT RECTIFICATION. 
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